The Quiet Corner 


THE ARTS, DINING, ANTIQUES, ATTRACTIONS & SO MUCH MORE... 


PUTNAM TRAVELER 


Supporting Tourism & Communities in Northeastern, CT & Beyond... 
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For an afternoon, a day, or a weekend...come and enjoy Northeastern Connecticut! 
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No matter what your 
budget or situation....the 
team at Weiss & Hale can 
help you manage your 
finances and ‘Live Well’ 
through all the changes 
in yout life...Nichola 
Johnson....owner of The 
Complex of Performing 
Arts in Putnam...thinks art 
is for everyone and she is 


pring is here (a bit early this year)! The businesses IN SIDE: 

of northeastern Connecticut are sprucing up 

their storefronts, adding new inventory, updating 
menus (to include locally grown items) and many 
are making plans for some unique events to entertain 
residents and visitors throughout the season. The 
popular First Fridays events will kick off May 4th @ 
6pm in Downtown Putnam. Enjoy art exhibits & 
demonstrations, live performances, and entertainment 
for everyone. 85 Main’s 4th Annual Shuck-Off event 
will take place on May 6th from 12-6pm in Rotary Park. 
Dine outdoors, patios will no doubt be open early this 
year. If you enjoy shopping, go for a wine tasting at 
Taylor Brooke Winery or spruce up your wardrobe with 


A calendar of events...Local 

Advertisers...Local Real Estate... 

this issue features Fine Lines... 

fine functional, artistic furniture 

& cabinetry plus custome-made 

electric guitars...Celebrating 75 

years of friendly service Deary 

Bros./Mike’s Stand is both a family 

ritual and a community tradition... 

don’t miss the grand opening April . . 

13th...Who says lunch has to be : . mor ans arate soauee 

boring? Linny’s Gourmet Deli & Sweet Shop... a to mee who never considered themselves to be 

- . located in Brooklyn features a fabulous lunch menu artistic.’ And ladies...do you wish cal had a persond! 

a visit to Coco’s Cottage, both located in Woodstock. For con Ae ee ee ee shopper? Be sure to visit Carol Perkins and Cynthia 
offering gourme y 


the adventurous type, check out the new inventory at seis : Saari at Coco’s Cottage in Woodstock...finding what is 
: varieties of cupcakes & treats! a . . 
Danielson Adventure Sports and so much more! : right for you is their specialty! 





Downtown Putnam & Area Maps ¢ Businesses ¢ Local Activities ¢ Shopping & Calendar of Events 





Northeastern Connecticut is Forty-Five Minutes from Casinos, Hartford, & Providence 
Twenty Minutes from Worcester ¢ One Hour from Boston @ Three Hours from New York City 
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Antiques Marketplace 


“Named one of New England’s A — 
Top 15 Small Towns to Visit.” SHAY 


— Boston Magavzine 
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Main St. Grille 


Putnam is a cozy little community located along the Quinebaug 
River in the heart of Northeastern Connecticut. 

Filled with antique shops, art galleries, boutiques, fine dining, casual dining, bistros, cafes, 
bakeries & live theater...Putnam has the charm of a small New England town...but with 
plenty to do & see! Putnam has become the premiere shopping and dining destination 
for residents of Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts and New York. 


Glimpse of Gaia 


| From Gourmet to Casual - Great Dining Choices 
Paes Shop Antiques, Fine Arts, Crafts, Books & Gifts 


7 a . om First Fridays, May thru December (first Friday of every month, 6 to 9pm) — 
aE are x Art Demos, Music, Entertainment in Downtown Putnam 
Sat, April 28, 2011 — Putnam Beautification Day, 8am, Rotary Park 
_ mail Sun, May 6-85 Main Shuck-Off, 12 to 6pm, Rotary Park 
COURTHOUSE Sat, May 26 — 7 Hills Symphony, 7pm, Rotary Park 
Gor & Grille Mon, May 28 — Memorial Day Parade, 10am 
Sun, July 1 — Fireworks and Concert, Rotary Park 
Sat, July 14, Aug 11, Sept 8 — River Fire, @ dark, Rotary Park 
Sun, Aug 12 — Main Street Car Cruise, ARC Duck Race 
Sat, Oct 20 — Great Pumpkin Fest, 10 to 4, Downtown Putnam 


www.putnambusiness.org - Find us on 
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Vintage to Vogue . mine Arc Gift Sims 
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FINE LINES 


THE ART OF WOODWORKING 


The fine line between craft and art is passion and originality. Paul Girouard has both of those qualities and they show in his work. Girouard 


owns and runs Fine Lines woodworking, which he founded in 2001 in Sturbridge, MA. His business offers “fine functional, artistic furniture 


and cabinetry.” He creates and installs upscale custom cabinetry and builds contemporary furniture so graceful it flows. If this weren’t 


enough to showcase his talent, he also makes custom electric guitars that are truly one of a kind. 


BY CRIS CADIZ 

aul started his career in the kitchen—at the stove, 
P= installing a cabinet. After attending the 
Culinary Institute of America, Paul cooked at a 
restaurant for 8 or 9 years. He decided it just wasn’t 
working for him and went into woodworking. Paul pulls 
out a black and white photograph of himself as a child 
in a workshop, a little boy fully occupied with a project 





at a workbench. “My dad had a woodworking business. 
It's in my blood,” he explains. “Even when I was cooking 
I used to go down to the shop and make stuff in my free 
time. I still cook at home although not as much as my 
wife would like me to.” 

After working as a cabinetmaker and furniture 
maker for a company in Woodstock, CT for 20 years, 
Paul decided to go out on his own. “Working for myself 
is something I always wanted to do,” he says. “This 
building was available and I said to my wife, ‘It’s time, 
and we did it. It was a huge step since we had two kids at 
the time.” 

Paul is matter-of-fact about his success as a 
cabinetmaker, admitting that in the ten years he’s run his 
own business, callbacks have been minimal. “We really 
strive to do it right the first time. Our customer service 
is great. We are very willing to work with their ideas and 
designs. It only helps us if they can show us or tell us 
what they want and need.” 

This willingness to use customer’s ideas and then 
add his own flair extends to his beautiful furniture. 

His small showroom is filled with examples, such as a 
side table with curving “wishbone” legs and a chair so 
smooth and graceful it doesn’t even look like wood. An 
unusual coffee table is made from a slab of rough-edged 
swamp maple. This rustic beauty, with all the whorls 
and knotty defects intact, sits atop the stump of a tree 
blown down by the hurricane that ravaged the area last 
year. Everywhere-from Paul’s desk to cutting boards to 
the gorgeous guitars hanging on the wall-wood of exotic 
species is left unpainted or unstained to let its natural 
beauty shine through. Each piece is a unique work of art. 

“There are certain aspects I like to include,” says 
Paul of his personal style. “Most of my furniture is off 
the floor with legs revealed. I don’t like a boxy look. I 
do a lot with taper.” He points to different examples 
around him. “See this long graceful shape that tapers 
on both ends? I do lots of combining of different wood 
species for contrast.” In many pieces, pale wood gleams 
beside dark wood, or burled wood looks textured next 
to smooth grained wood. It is a striking element of his 
work. 





. ZX A) Our customers love it here. 


{.) ’ Come see why. 
py - Beautiful Accessories to 
Feather Your Nest 
4 =. Works from Local Artisians 
- Quality Country Antiques 


260 Rte. 171 e South Woodstock, CT 


(860) 928-0571 e Mon - Sat 9-5, closed Sun 
www.gardengatefloristct.com 
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The guitars in Paul’s showroom also reflect 


: his special flair. Nine or ten hang on the wall or on 

: handcrafted stands (with a base that looks like a guitar 
: body). Each one has a different special element. Often 
: the pickguard contrasts the body of the guitar. One 

: guitar pairs a darkly striped zebrawood with a light, 

: tightly grained wood. Another has a pickguard with a 

: knot left intact, beautiful in its imperfection. There’s 

: even a Red Sox guitar, decked out in team colors and 

: socks logo, with the body shaped like a baseball. One 

: simply amazing guitar is the work of two artists, Paul 
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RESTAURANT 
and HISTORIC INN 


Restaurant & Historic Inn 
14 South Street * Southbridge, MA * 508-764-0700 


Just moments North over the CT line 


AUSTRIAN ¢ GERMAN ¢ FRENCH ¢ SWISS CUISINE 
CLASSIC * CONTINENTAL ¢ STEAKS 
SEAFOOD ¢ DAILY ADDITIONS 


Vienna's Virgin Pass 


PER COUPLE 


$ 2 5 O E (new customers only) 


CUT OUT & BRING IN ¢ Excluding Holidays & Lunch ¢ Exp. 4/30/12 


- OUTSIDE DINING By THE FIRE - 


Now open everyday of the week for dinner! 
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and Merideth Berthiaume, who specializes in a wood 


: burning technique in her art. 


“She just walked in here one day with a guitar she 


3 had painted to show me,” says Paul. So he created a 


light colored guitar on which she burned and painted 
a bright, intricate design--an angel surrounded by 


: vines and flowers that twine around every side of the 
: instrument. This guitar has gotten a lot of attention on 


the Internet, where Paul markets his work. 
Music has always been a part of his life. “I played 
guitar since I was ten,” says Paul, explaining this shift 


F } ; a , ae 
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253 RT 171, SOUTH WOODSTOCK 
(next to the Woodstock Fairgrounds) 
860-928-1514 ® Open W -S, 10-5 and Sun 12-5 
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from cabinets to instruments. “One day this guy came 

in with a broken guitar he wanted me to fix. We started 
looking at it and realized it wasn’t that difficult to make.” 
By trial and error and reading about it, but mostly by 
just doing it, Paul taught himself to build custom electric 
guitars. 

Paul established Girouard Guitars two years ago. 
This niche business has a much different clientele and 
“vibe” than cabinetry. 
Paul’s clientele 
soon included guys 
in T-shirts and 
bandanas. “It’s a 
different kind of 
excitement,” Paul 
tries to explain. “When we build a guitar, it’s a different 
level of satisfaction. We’re incorporating two of our 
loves, wood and music. The person who buys this guitar 
hopefully will get the same satisfaction from it.” 

Paul finds that marketing his guitars on the Web 
makes lots of sense. His Facebook page is popular and 
a great way to spread the word among his younger, tech 
savvy clientele around the world. Paul will also be at 
the Farmington Valley Guitar Show on March 31. He is 
curious to see how this premier event will turn out. The 





show’s website is www.FVGuitarShow.com. 

“I have the same philosophy, using contrasting 
wood and wood with character. I will leave the knots if 
it doesn’t affect the sound quality. If I have a choice, I 
will use the contrasts of natural colors. I don’t like using 
stains because it disguises the natural beauty of the 
wood.” Paul explains that most pickguards are plastic 
that come in either black or white. Paul’s pickguards 
might be one of seven or eight different wood species 
he keeps on hand at all times or a special accent wood, 
such as ebony, zebrawood and blood wood. There aren’t 
many custom guitar makers who build guitars like 
Paul’s. Again, Paul is humble... “It’s just another form of 
woodworking with a little spin.” 


For more information, visit www.finelineswood.com and 
www.girouardguitars.com. Both businesses have Facebook 
pages: www.facebook.com/finelineswood and 
www.facebook.com/ girouardguitars. 
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For a romantic getaway, honeymoon, 
business meeting, family re-unions or short 
term stay. Escape to your private Jacuzzi 
tub or body spa shower, or simpley relax 
and be pampered in one of our luxurious 
rooms overlooking our beautiful gardens 
while listening to our feathered friends. 


5 guest rooms w/private bath-plus 900 sq. Cottage-Gas Fireplace, sleeps 4. 


ase Angela & Fred Spring ~ Innkeepers 
860-963-0522 | 


www.featherhillbedandbreakfast.com 


151 Mashamogquet Road, Pomfret Center, CT 


“To Bean or 


not to Bean...? 
...1S It really a question? 


NORTHEAST, 


business, Deary Bros./Mike’s Stand, I 

: got my first clue about the nature of his 

: character. He told me that he would be 

: on his way up to New Hampshire from 

: his home in Longmeadow, MA on Sunday 

: morning, and would happily detour an 

: hour out of his way for our short interview. 


CONNECTICUT 





-CELEBRATIN 375 YEARS 


OF FRIENDLY SERVICE AT DEARY BROS. 


BY DOT BURNWORTH 


After 75 years, the spring opening of Deary Bros./Mike’s Stand is both a 
family ritual and a community tradition. 






hen Michael Deary agreed to meet 
me to talk about the impending 
75th anniversary season of his 
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: He had to take my cell number just in case things 

: got mixed up, though, because his daughter had been 
: playing in the state sectional final basketball game the 
: night before, and he might get caught up with that. A 
: restful weekend did not seem to be his plan. 


“You can sleep when yow’re dead” seems to be 


: Michael’s modus operandi. For a guy who has been 

: pulling 15 hour days for years, he certainly doesn’t 

: show it in appearance. When he casually mentioned 

: that he has owned Deary Bros./Mike’s Stand for 44 

: years and that he has 4 kids and 3 grandkids, I nearly 

: choked on my Altoid. I would have pegged him for 

: around 45 years old. In my opinion, this discrepancy is 
: directly related to the positive attitude he exudes. 


Positivity and a can-do approach to life were 


2 instilled in him by his parents at a very young age. 

: Tom and Teddy Deary were the hardworking parents 

: of 13 kids. They weren’t a rich family; all the kids 

: were expected to start working at age 9 or 10. Michael 


The Woodstock Wisin 


Association welcomes you! 


Experience the charm of a gentler time 
and place on the Heritage Trail in 
Connecticut’s “Quiet Corner.” 


Explore Woodstock 
== 
Antiques, crafts, florists, produce, furniture, 
pottery, lodging and much more 


For more information, annual events and 
a complete list of merchants visit: 


WWW.EXPLOREWOODSTOCK.COM 


Real 
“  TeTeyeye 
Whole 


860-928-1562 


delivered milk as a teen over the summers 
and school breaks, waking up to make 
the deliveries at 3am. He chuckled a bit 
as he reminisced about the time that 
he was sick overnight at age 16. When 
he went down to his parents’ bedroom, 
presumably for a bit of sympathy and to 
be excused from work that day, his father 
just rolled over and commiserated, “Tough 
going to work when you’re sick, huh?” As 
Michael told the story, it was not with a sense of 


: bitterness, but rather a respectful awareness that this 
: sort of response from his dad made him the successful 
: man he is today. 


It is this sort of value with which Michael strives 


to run his business, a seasonal food and ice cream 

: stand. He acquired the stand at age 17. Michael is the 

: 4th oldest in his long lineup of siblings. His two older 
brothers went into the service, and his older sister went 
: into nursing. So Michael was next in line for the family 
: business. At that time, it was primarily an ice cream 

: joint. It had grown naturally out of the family dairy 

: business started by his grandfather, Thomas Deary, 

: who delivered milk by horse and buggy to MA, CT, 

: and RI. Michael had worked at the stand as a kid and 

: then, following his high school graduation, he began a 
: tradition of returning home each summer from summer 
: to run the business. 
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Your Bicycle Service Center 


Our certified bike mechanics are on duty and ready to fix 
your bike. We have a friendly knowledgeable staff ready 
to assist you with your cycling needs. Road bikes and 
mountain bikes all makes and models are welcome. 
New or old let us get you back in the saddle. 


CHECK OUT OUR WEBSTORE 
@ bikect.com with over 25,000 
cycling and outdoor products 
at your fingertips. Never pay 
shipping and pick your item up 
at the store within 3 days. 


(Oi al -loi.@eleim (al-m ia \alele-| mi al-lenalelali---m-lale Mae) el 


Beer and Wine Tasting May 5th @ DAS 2-6 pm. 


Like us on our f page for daily deals or Huyikker @bikctdotcom 


Danielson Adventure Sports ¢ 21 Furnace St. Danielson 
860-774-6010 ¢ M-F 10-6 Sat. 10-4 or bikect.com 





ARCHAMBAULT INSURANCE ASSOCIATES 
Real people. Great service. 


ArchambaultIns.com 


Yankee Magazine Editors’ Choice 2011 
Connecticut’s Best Country Cafe 


DANIELSON OFFICE 
T 860 779 5030 
TOLL FREE 866 779 5030 
F 860 774 2025 
136 Main St. Danielson 


PUTNAM OFFICE 
T 860 928 0811 
TOLL FREE 877 928 0811 
F 860 928 6462 
143 Providence St. Putnam 


corner of routes 169, 44, & 97 - pomfret - ct 
www.TheVanillaBeanCafe.com 
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So went the story for the following 44 years. As 
this Deary “brother” went to college, graduated, became 
a teacher, coach, athletic director, husband, father, 
and then grandfather, one thing remained constant: 
summers running his food and ice cream stand off of 
Rte. 12 in Putnam, CT. Rather than viewing this as a 


burden or a chore, it is quite obvious as he speaks about } 


the stand that it is a source of pride. 

Michael is a natural teacher and coach. As we 
talked, he continued to bring the conversation back 
to his “kids,” by which he clearly was referring to the 
students who have worked at his stand faithfully, 
summer after summer. “I have the best workers 
anywhere,” he beamed. He listed the three features of 
his business that he attributes to its success: the quality 


and freshness of the food, the value for your dollar, and 
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Perhaps these traditional values are what 
make this community rally around Mike’s Stand 
year after year. Michael believes that tradition 
plays a big role in the longevity of the stand. 
90% of his business is repeat, he estimates. 

It has grown over the years into more than 
just a lunch joint...it is a meeting place, 

a community center. 


Families and friends gather on hot summer 
afternoons to share a meal and conversation. Michael 
and his employees have grown to know their customers 
intimately. They have some patrons that come so often, 
the cooks have their order on the grill before they’ve 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


: that after all these years, a guy like Michael Deary 

: would want to step back and let the business run itself. 
: Retired from his “winter job” 4 years ago, he gave no 

: indication that he saw an end to his involvement in 

: the stand. Instead, I sensed that Michael was looking 

: forward with anticipation and excitement to opening 

: day on April 13th. “Day one will be nuts,” he told me. 
: He, himself, wonders why people feel the need to be 

: there on the first day of the season. He described the 

: 45 minute line they have experienced on opening days 
in the past. Even his own neice, he marveled, loads 

: up her kids every year and drives an hour each way to 
: make sure they get their burgers on opening day. 


Though Michael feigns amazement at the loyalty 


: and devotion of his patrons, I imagine that deep down, 
: he understands it. After 75 years, the spring opening of 





most of all, the service. “The kids are what makes the 
business.” Michael knows it hasn’t come easy, though. 
“Tm a tough guy to work for,” he explained, but his kids 
know what he expects, and they deliver. When they 
arrive at work, they’re expected to check the cell phones 
and attitudes at the door. (He literally has a cell phone 
bucket where all the devices go for the length of the 
shift.) “Please” and “thank you” are the expectation. 





(Wen st. Grille 


172-170 and NOW 168 MAIN STREET 
(yep, we’ve expanded again! We’ve added 10 new 
booths and a separate function room) 
Putnam, CT 06260 « 860-928-3336 


NEW EXPANDED HOURS: 
Mon - Fri: 6am - 2pm (Breakfast ALL DAY, Every Day) 
Sat & Sun 6am - 1pm « Fri & Sat Dinners 5pm - 8pm 


OPEN for Dinner - BYOB 


Fri Evenings Featuring Fresh Haddock 
(Stuffed, baked or fried) 
Sat Evenings Featuring The Freshest Comfort Foods 


GOING TO THE SHOW? 


Join us for dinner before the show at the 
Bradley or Complex! 


HAVEN’T BEEN IN AT ALL YET?? 
Come give us a try, you'll be glad you did! 


Purveyors of 
Fine Wine, 
preet & Spiri ts 
"Senne Northeastern Connecticut 
for Over Fifty Five Years! 


640 Pomfret Street/Route 169 
Pomfret, CT 06258 * 860-928-2946 


: he says. “A family member, a spouse...” 
: but I knew what he meant. 


even gotten out of their car. This familiarity also has 


: its drawbacks, however. While Michael has reaped the 
: benefits of this extended community “family,” he also 


“We lose people over the winter, “ 
He trailed off, 


feels their sorrows. 


It seems to be those connections that keep him 
coming back to work year after year. You might think 


MARTHA HERBARY 





ACCESSORIES IN 
AND OUT OF THE GARDEN 


Unique Clothes, Jewelry, Books & Soaps 


589 POMFRET STREET 
P.O. BOX 236 e POMFRET, CT 06258 
860-928-0009 
HOURS: TUSEDAY ~ SUNDAY 10-5PM 


: Deary Bros./Mike’s Stand is both a family ritual and a 

? community tradition. It is so much more than just the 

: kick-off to the summer season. This yearly pilgrimage is 
as much a ceremonial homecoming to his customers as 
: it is to the proprietor. 


Visit Deary Bros./Mike’s Stand after April 13th at 12 
Intervale St. in Putnam (just around the corner from where 
: Rte. 12 splits from Rte. 44). 


“Bluestone Landsear ie : 
cay sale 4 Suni ag a ae 





¢ Complete Natural Stonework 

¢ Walkways, Patios & Retaining Walls 

¢ Roof Cleaning & Pressure Washing 

¢ Driveway Installation & Repair 

¢ Truck, Backhoe & Excavator Services 


Discount Mowing Services! 
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MICHAEL O’SHAUGHNESSY 
89 Crooked Trail Ext. 
Woodstock Valley, CT 
' §860-420-9827 * 860-974-2616 








Five minutes from Putnam 
via Route 44 
330 Pomfret St. (Rt.169) 
_ Pomfret Center CT 06259 
. 860-928-5492 
_ 'CelebrationsShoppes.com | 
WED - SAT 11-5 


SUN 11-4 


al 1 destination 
to experience 


Multiple Course Afternoon Teas 
Wi: Advance reservations required. 

. —April5 &7 

= Paris in the Spring Tea — May 17 & 19 
| Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Tea— June 21 & 23 


Reserve the Tea Room— 
Personalized Private Tea Parties 


Easter Bonnet Tea 
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Lit 
(SOURMET DELI & Z SWEET SHOP 


Children are urged to hold fast to their dreams, but often the harsh realities of life or 


missed opportunities intrude and reveries slip away. For Brooklyn residents, 


Lindsay Smalley and Michaeleen Malbaurn, a mother-daughter team, their dream of 


operating a small restaurant and offering quality baked goods, has fallen into place so 


beautifully that they pause now and then to celebrate their good fortune. 


BY NANCY WEISS 


built into her DNA. Her mother, Michaeleen 

Malbaurn, who swears the cooking gene skipped 
her, knew when Lindsay was as young as two, that she 
would become a chef or a baker. By age 12, Lindsay, 
who was told not to touch the oven while her mother 
was at work, tried to toast coconut and nearly set 
the kitchen on fire. Lindsay quickly honed her early 
enthusiasm into hands on skill and began making 
elaborate breakfasts for her parents and catering their 
dinner parties. 

A 2002 graduate of Killingly High School, Lindsay 

is very artistic and took every art class she could. As a 


iz or Lindsay Smalley, cooking seems to have been 


young mother, she decided to become a personal chef 
so that she could exercise her love of cooking and stay 
at home with her children. Her mother’s employers 
at the time, two professionals, became Lindsay’s first 
clients. Soon her business blossomed to include four 
separate families who were provided with two meals per 
week of an entrée, two side dishes and dessert. 

For many years, Smalley had longed to lease the 
18th century building at 18 Providence Road, Brooklyn. 
Located on a triangle of land where routes 6 and 169 


TRE PET DEPOT 
& Five Mile Outfitters 


A 
CANOES >< KAYAKS OCEANA KAYAK 


Cld Town and Ocean Kayak Brands 
Recreational or flat/calm waiter kayaks 
Traditional and sit-on-top styles 


2 
Paddles, vests, car racks and other 
paddle sport accessories 


Reni or Buy ~ Try Before you Buy 


a X=1a) 1 a1} er- aC OM o=) at- BC alel 6] are) ati-ii(-m ey-lele|(—) 
74 0 fo] at- We)lal-nrel-\"a (ola mel melicr-i|(-) meal) 
$60 for a weekend rental 


The Pet Depot & Five Mile Outfitters are located at: 
99 Commerce Avenue, Danielson, CT 
860-779-2160 « Find us on 


www.fivemileoutfitters.com 


~Now Open 
for our 


- 49th Season! 


& 
Our Friday & Saturday evenings 
_ will continue with our traditional 
prix fixe menu complete with a 
hayride, entertainment & 
a table that-is yours until the 
candles burn down. 
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COVENTRY 
ARTS & ANTIQUES 


Open Saturdays 
& Sundays 
10am - 5pm 

1140 Main Street 


Anne C. Burke 
860-498-0352 
c: 860-208-8215 


Serving Lunch: 
Tuesday-Saturday 
from 
12:00 to 2:30 pm 
& 

Serving Dinner: 
Friday & Saturday evenings 
beginning 


Kindly Call 860-774-4423 For Reservations at 7:00 pm 
BUSH HILL ROAD, BROOKLYN, CT 
WWW.THEGOLDENLAMB.COM 


(1 seating only) 
Open Seasonally April - December 





converge in the center 
of historic Brooklyn, the 
property is owned by 
local restaurateur, Spiros 
Havales, who soon became 
not only their landlord but 
also a mentor and friend to 
Smalley and Malbaurn. 
Funding fell into 

place and Malbaurn, who 
quit a job she’d enjoyed 
for 7 years, joined her daughter in the business. Other 
family members soon pitched in to help the fledgling 
operation. “We were taking a risk, but we decided that 
if we didn’t try we would never know what we could 
do,” said Smalley with a gentle smile. 

“[m happy to help them. When I met Linny I saw 
her potential. She had a dream and I wanted to see 
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848 Rte 171 * Woodstock, CT * 860-974-1263 
www.taylorbrookewinery.com 


Open for the Season: 
April 27,2012 


Buy some CT Grown cheeses and 
locally produced gourmet dips 
and spreads or... 
bring a picnic lunch to enjoy by 
the vines, relax on our patio or just 
come in for a wine tasting! 


Join us for a wine tasting, browse our 


gift shop, stroll the vineyard. 


CONNECTICUT 


Cxpertence he GROWN 


Vinlage of Aree 2 
The Quiet Colne go ll 





her fulfill it. They are great people. They are happy to 
accept help. Their food is fresh, top quality. They are 
doing it right,” said Havales of Smalley and Malbaurn. 

Opening day, August 16, 2011 dawned hot and 
humid. Linny’s Gourmet Deli and Sweet Shoppe 
opened it doors to welcome customers to a space 
glistening with fresh paint and refinished furniture. It 
had been renovated completely by family members. 
Quickly the two women realized they were being 
overwhelmed. Cars lined both sides of the road as 
people waited to order from the café’s extensive menu. 

Havales came to their rescue by sending the line 
chet from his own restaurant to help out. At midnight 
on the first day as Smalley’s grandfather completed 
carpentry projects for new shelves and plans for more 
counter space, she knew with perseverance and hard 
work that Linny’s Gourmet Deli and Sweet Shoppe 
would be a success. 


The Gourmet Deli menu includes home made 
soups, salads, signature sandwiches and paninis, 
including the popular Gobble Gobble, which is 
like having a Thanksgiving dinner wrapped in 
the bread of one’s choice. According to Smalley’s 
standards, nothing is bought premade. 


When it comes to baking, Linny gets to express her 
creativity and her high standards. “We bake everything 
here from scratch. I use real butter. Pd rather make less 
than use fake ingredients,” said Smalley. The Cupcake 
Menu includes 39 different treats with additional ones 
made by request. Gluten free options are also available. 
Every Tuesday Smalley fills her bakery case with 
goodies and often watches them sell out in short order. 
For the first few weeks after opening, Linny’s sold 90 
-100 cupcakes every day. 

The cupcake flavors cover a remarkable range. The 
Mexican Hot Chocolate cupcake is made with Mexican 
hot chocolate cake, filled with caramel and topped with 
cayenne pepper whipped cream. The Samoas cupcake 
is made of chocolate coconut cake topped with caramel 


COTTAGE OR 
HOUSE TO RENT? 


Guests at our daughter’s wedding in 
September at the Mansion at Bald Hill need 
comfy, convenient places to stay. 


Do you have a seasonal cottage or house 
to rent for the weekend of Thursday 
Sept. 20 - Monday Sept. 24? 

Lake Bunggee area of Woodstock 
would be ideal. 

Please call Juliet @ Burt Hansen 
413-569-3675, or email 


burthansen@comcast.net 


Stelp us celebrate a joyous occasion / 
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136 Main Street, Putnam, CT 06260 







Consigned & New... 
Women's Clothing, 
Accessories, Jewelry... 
Vintage, Wares & 
Furniture 
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Visit Our Interactive Website * www.panacheofputnam.com 
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frosting and toasted coconut finished with chocolate 
ganache drizzle. Peanut butter truffle cake with peanut 
butter frosting is an especially popular offering. 

Smalley enjoys making cup cakes for weddings and 
has a cupcake tower that is available for events. Brides- 
to-be are invited to schedule cupcake tastings. 

Ice cream floats sold briskly during the summer 


months. For cooler weather, Smalley offers a 
gingerbread flavored coffee and hot mulled cider. 

“We do private parties after hours for up to 38 
people. We offer more than sandwiches. The menu can 
be customized for everything from chicken cordon bleu 
to special desserts,” Smalley said. 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 





Sitting in the art lined main room of the café ona 
Monday morning, the only day the business is closed, 
the Smalley -Malbaurn team of mother-daughter as well 
as chef-business manger took a moment to reflect on the 


: months since they so naively first opened the doors of 


Linny’s Gourmet Deli and Sweet Shoppe. 

“We've managed. We have a routine, a schedule 
and we’re enjoying it. We love coming here. We 
don’t feel like we are going to work,” said Michaeleen 
Malbaurn turning toward her daughter with a smile. 

As customers ogle the items in the bakery case and 
settle into tasty entrees or sip hot coffee and chat with 
friends, they are participating in a dream come true for 
two local women. 


Reach Linny’s at: linnysgourmet@yahoo.com. 
Hours are: Tuesday-Sunday 10am-5:30pm. 


' 860-412-0366. 


Featured Homes For Sale 


IN THE QUIET CORNER 
(ee, Prudential connecticut Realty 


Architect Designed, Pomfret 
Built in 1998, this neo-classic style home is 
just filled with wonderful details: like crown 
dentil molding and wood floors. Sitting back 
off the road on 17 private acres, this 3600 SF 
home is sunlight and wonderful with fireplac- 
es in the family room, living room and library, 
a first floor guest suite and double staircases 
to 4 bedrooms upstairs! Expansion potential 
in the heated attic and above the 3-car garage. 
Plus a fabulous bluestone columned open 
porch for end of day respite! 

REDUCED $565,000 

Visit E251538.prudentialct.com 


lovely gardens. 


The Farm - Pomfret 

Being sold with 14 open protected acres of 
prime agricultural land, a barn and a green- 
house, this antique farmhouse and its Federal 
addition have sat majestically atop this hillside 
since 1730. Featuring over 2800 SF with 4 
bedrooms and 2 full baths, yellow pine floors 
throughout and a ‘swell-belly’ brick fireplace in 
the dining room and a more formally detailed 
fireplace in the living room. The open rear 
porch takes in fabulous southerly views of 
adjoining, protected rolling pasture land and 


Asking $345,000. 
Visit: www.G615653@prudentialct.com 


A Classic Royal Barry Wills 
Cape, Woodstock 


With southerly views of open rolling pasture 
to lull your summer eve’s by! Sitting up high 
off the roadway and nestled amongst lovely 
established landscaping and stonewalls...this 
3500 SF home offers it all: with wide pine 
floors, crown molding, 2 fireplaces, tons of 
built-ins, a brick entry, central ac, updated 





mechanicals which includes solar panels for 
hot water along with 3+ bedrooms and 3 
full and 2 half baths and Corian and Viking 
in the kitchen! Detached garage. Views and 
Gardens! Being sold with 3.5 acres. 
Asking $385,000 


stephaniegosselin@prudentialct.com + www.stephaniegosselin.com 


STEPHANIE J. GOSSELIN 


Fine Homes Specialist 
860.428.5960 


Ofine éffemes 


INTE RNATIGAMAL 


www.prudentialCT.com 
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“LIVE WELL 
WITH WEISS & HALE WEALTH 
MANAGEMENT 


Finances are obviously important to Weiss & Hale, but people seem to be even higher on 
this financial planning and wealth management firm’s priority list. As financial planners, 


helping clients manage and grow their money is their job. The way in which Weiss & Hale 


does this makes it all the more interesting and meaningful. 


BY CRIS CADIZ 


im Weiss and Laurence 

Hale are managing 
partners of Weiss & Hale 
Financial Financial, LLC. 
Together they have more 
than 45 years experience 
in wealth management and 
financial planning. This 
Pomfret-based company’s 
focus is on retirement, 
pre-retirement, and people 
in transition, including 
retirement, inheritance 
and divorce. Many of their 
clients are Baby Boomers 
and, although they have 
clients nationwide, most are 
within a 60-mile radius of Pomfret. Along with Deirdre 
Childs, Heather O’Rourke, and Tammy Hollingworth, 
this smart, savvy team will help you manage your 
money and, more importantly, your goals. 

After working in the world of big corporate 
finance, Jim and Laurence teamed up in 2006 as an 
independent financial services firm, offering clients 
financial services with their own personal and unique 


Business Solutions, tic 


THE One SOuRCE FOR PRINT AND 
PROMOTIONAL BUSINESS SOLUTIONS 


¢ Full Color Printing ce (fs 


¢ Promotional Products = fe 
& Apparel Gg y 


¢ Business Forms 
& Documents 


¢ Business Stationery 
¢ Labels 


BROOKLYN, CT 

( 860-774-6904 
. 860-428-0767 
CARMEL.OSTERLUND@101Bs.coM 


www.101bs.com 


Welcome to 
Yhe 
“one of the most spectacular settings for a wedding in 


all of Connecticut” — Connecticut Magazine 


Call for an appointment for your personal tour of the estate 
and visit our website for a preview www.gwyncareginn.com 


OS Velf G en Riad. Pamfret Conter, Cy ‘G IOQS9 
S00. 928-5018 
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touch. Why Pomfret? “Why 
not Pomfret?!” Laurence 
laughs. “We both grew up 
in the area. I interned for 
Jim right out of college 
then worked in Boston for 
four or five years. Being 
young and naive, I thought 
I wanted to be a fund 
manager but then knew 

I wanted to help clients 


was looking to grow his 
business. Already knowing 
Laurence and his family 
and understanding that 
Laurence possessed a skill 


: set complementary to his own, Jim knew he was the 
: perfect fit. “We share everything—a true partnership. 
: We split all the grief and all the benefits.” 


Laurence admits, “It’s hard to state simply what we 


: do. Every client has a different situation. We help them 
: follow a plan, invest their resources and support their 

: ability to enjoy life whatever that might be.” To this 

: end, Weiss & Hale Financial operates under a simple 


Dinny’ 
| AY 
(GOURMET DELI 


SWEET SHOPPE 


Serving gourmet breakfast sandwiches, 
soups, salads, paninis, sandwiches, wraps, 
gourmet cupcakes, other fine desserts, 
and ice cream. 


Hours: CLOSED MonbaAys ¢ TUES-SUNDAY 10-5:30 
18 PROVIDENCE Rp, BROOKLYN CT 


$60.412.0366 


LINNYSGOURMET@YAHOO.COM 


CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE 


* REFLEXOLOGY 


* MASSAGE THERAPY 
* CRANIOSACRAL THERAPY 
* LYMPH DRAINAGE THERAPY 


79 MASHAMOQUET ROAD, POMFRET CENTER, CT 
WHERE RT. 101 & 44 MEET 


860.963.0846 
WWW.POMFRETCENTERSPA.COM 





financially.” At the time, Jim : 


set of principles: “Plan Well. Invest Well. Live Well.” This 
philosophy is their tag line; this is how they operate; 
this is what they offer their clients. 

“Living well is the ultimate objective,” says Jim. 
Living well means something different to every one, 


: whether it is having a comfortable, secure retirement, 


buying a boat, taking a vacation, sending kids to college 
or simply not having to worry. An important aspect of 
living well for the Weiss & Hale team is giving back 

to the community. They do this through support and 
sponsorship of a lengthy list of local organizations and 
events. In addition, everyone who works at Weiss & 
Hale has three volunteer days, basically paid days for 


: which they can work anywhere to help out. 


“Community service is a priority,” says Deirdre, 


: who recently volunteered to help orphans in India and 


also directed a Last Green Valley outdoor classroom 
and walking trail project. Heather and Tammy 


: volunteer for the local animal shelter. Jim, who has an 


extensive history of community service, is proud of 
being part of the Food Policy Council, a Department 
of Health committee that helped create a community 
garden in Putnam. “Living here, we are connected 


: with the community,” says Laurence, “We know the 


institutions that have an impact on the lives of people 
that live here.” Laurence is spearheading the new 


: YMCA project in Putnam, which will bring a much 


needed community resource to the region. 

When it comes to Weiss & Hale’s clients, 
developing a relationship helps reveal what they need 
to live well. “Our client base is more diverse than 


: you'd expect. We are all in the people business. We 


really value the people as high as the money side. We 
like knowing who they are. Some folks aren’t living 

as well as they can,” remarks Jim. Laurence describes 

a scenario of working with the children of elderly 
clients, who need help making a transition from living 
independently to getting the help they need for day-to- 
day challenges. “We know what resources are available. 


: We advocate for them,” says Laurence. 


112 MAIN STREET * PUTNAM, CT 06260 
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Custom FRAMING 
Sheri Sochor: 860-963-0105 


The difference is...] care. 
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- ART & FRAME RESTORATION - 
- ANTIQUE & CONTEMPORARY ART & PHOTOGRAPHY - 
Compare our prices and you will be pleasantly surprised! 


WED-SAT 10-5, SUN 11-5 
www.artsandframingputnam.com 


Paint Your. Own Pottery! 


Conveniently located in downtown Putnam 


You don’t have to travel 
anymore...Sawmill Pottery 
afters Paint Your Own Pottery 
without appointment in our 
studio... 


or tor large groups at your 
location! Call for details. 


860-965-7807 
112 Main St. #14, Putnam 


(bottom of the 
Montgomery Ward Building) 





In order to offer advice and help with this 
personal approach, Weiss & Hale have an “Open 
Communication” policy. This important part of 
retirement planning means clients need to offer 
details about their lives and lifestyles--the most 
necessary being future goals and objectives, but 
equally important are values, concerns, family 
relationships and so on. In this manner, Weiss & 
Hale really get to know their clients. When they 
understand a client’s situation, they can advocate 
for and cater to those specific needs and plan for 
the best future. 





Living well can also mean finding your passion and 
sometimes making tough, often disruptive, decisions 
to change your life. “Life Planning” is a special service 
offered by Weiss & Hale that unveils “what drives a 
person from the inside out.” Jim Weiss is a Registered 
Life Planner, certified by the Kinder Institute, 
“recognized world-wide as the standard for trainings 
in client-advisor relationship skills.” 

“Not every client does this,” says Jim, who 
explains there is an additional fee for this intense and 
enlightening experience. “I sit with a client for five 
2-hour sessions and we collaboratively devise a plan. 
We don’t start with money. We start with what is their 
passion. Some people don’t know. We help them light 
their torch. Most of these people are looking to make 
changes. We help them identify their passion, their 
purpose. Then we identify obstacles and work with the 
assets they have.” An experience such as this might lead 
to someone quitting their job, going back to school, 
or starting a their own business. The challenges and 
rewards are equally great. 

For all clients, “Plan Well” and “Invest Well” are the 
foundation necessary to “Live Well.” “Managing money 
is the nuts and bolts of our business,” says Laurence. 
“We start with a plan, then back into an investment 
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Remarkable Service = Outstanding Results 
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plan while minimizing risk to achieve goals.” Open 
communication here is essential. “The most successful 
relationships are when they are open. It’s like going to 
the doctor,” says Laurence. “While he’s checking out 
your toe, if you forgot to mention that you broke your 
back, it’s not going to help.” 

Together, in light of the client’s needs and goals, 
client and advisor produce a checklist of five to ten 
things to get the client on the right track. Then Weiss 
& Hale helps guide them through the list. Depending 
on where clients are in their life...twenty years from 
retirement or five...together they periodically revisit the 
plan. “We take their resources and try to place them 
as effectively and efficiently as possible...marrying 
investments with the plan,” says Laurence. 

Is this focus on the client and their lives, lifestyles 
and dreams common in financial planning? “A lot of 
people talk the talk but it’s very difficult to do in a larger 
institution,” says Jim. “We decided to be independent 
advisors because we wanted this model to work. It 
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New England's Largest 





Family-Owned 


Real Estate Company 


Cell 860.933.6955 © Fax 860.465.9010 © delphine@delphinesellsctrealestate.com 
Home office: P.O. Box 154, Hampton, CT 06247 


Ashford ¢ $295,000 
Charming Colonial with 600 ft. of road 
frontage with Natchaug State Forest behind 
- creates total privacy. Beautiful landscaping, 
porch and deck. Granite countertops, 
hardwood, ceramic and granite flooring. 
Stunning family room open to kitchen for 


entertaining. HOME IS A MUST SEE! 


Stunning 
amongst 


Unique 


nature’s beauty. 


beautiful 
walls and pond. Privacy and serenity await 
you with this EXCEPTIONAL 
Skylights, hardwood floors, vaulted ceilings, 
sunroom, fireplace and decks - 


a cinpeon ° $445, 000 
Contemporary 
trees, 


Pomfret Center ¢ $245,000 


Historic 2-story home or business - new 
kitchen, newly painted inside and out, 2 full 
bathrooms added and updated. New flooring 
and carpeting, handicapped access, 535° of road 
frontage. Zoned for Home Business, Business or 
Residential. Paved driveway with great parking 
lot. A wonderful home or business opportunity. 


nestled 
gardens, stone 
property. 


all within 
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Magnificent home on 9.1 beautiful acres 
with gardens, stonewalls and patio with hot 
tub. Grand foyer, formal dining room, five 
spacious bedrooms. Large barn with two-car 
garage. Hardwood floors, central air, many 
upgrades. Lease to purchase available. 


Woodstock ¢ $1,496,500 


This stunning Exceptional Home on 45 
acres of total privacy with breathtaking 
views has an in-ground pool and hot tub, 
4 fireplaces and a wine cellar. Post and 
beam barn, many upgrades. STUNNING 
AND DRAMATIC HOME! 


Pouitiet ° $220, 000 
Charming four bedroom Colonial with 
hardwood floors, beautiful formal dining 
room, large living room, and enclosed side 
porch. Three car detached garage with barn/ 
storage area and workshop. This home has 
lots of character. 


Woodstock « $168,000 
Charming 3 bedroom Ranch in 
the great town of Woodstock. New 


plumbing, new septic. Nice bay 
windows on side and the back. 
Very private. 


; rt 
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Brooklyn ¢ $139,000 
Spectacular lot, lovely building, well, septic, 
propane heat, elec., driveway. Town approval 
needed to convert to single family home. Build- 
ing has Great Room and bathroom on Ist floor, 
large 2nd floor for loft or bedrooms. Front 
porch. Building ts 1,581 sq. ft. Very private. 


Stafford Springs * $500,000 
Spectacular NEW custom built 3,880 sq. ft. 
4 bedroom Colonial with huge bonus room 
over 3 bay garage on 17.44 acres. Gourmet 
kitchen, large living room with fireplace, for- 
mal dining room. At end of cul-de-sac, backs 
up to State Forest. 


Your Hometown Realtor for Connecticut 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 





frees up the time and money to hire more people and 
be effective.” Once part of the large, unwieldy and 
frustrating bureaucracy of a very large broker-dealer, 
today Jim and Laurence work with Commonwealth 
Financial Network®. This company offers the 
administrative services, technology and tools that allow 
Weiss & Hale to spend more time with clients and focus 
on their needs. “I wish we had done this twenty years 
ago,” says Jim of their move to be independent. With 
the freedom to be thoughtful and creative, their team 
fashioned the simple yet significant principles of “Plan 
Well. Invest Well. Live Well.” and now use them to 
guide their business. 


Mir 


For more information on Weiss & Hale Financial and 
what they offer prospective clients, visit 
www.weissandhale.com. 


WEISS 6 HALE 
FINANCIAL, LLC 


Abigail's Jewel Box” 







76 Main Street « Putnam, CT 06260 * 860-928-1300 
www.abigailsjewelbox.com 


Pretty Jewelry. Friendly Prices. 


*». @ Beautiful Engagement Rings 
/ and Diamond Jewelry 
@ Anniversary Rings 
Exquisite Estate and Gemstone Jewelry 
Large and Exciting Jewelry Selection 
@ Fine Custom Work and Jewelry Repairs 


We buy your old, broken or 
unwanted jewelry: 


Top SSS immediately paid for Gold, 
Gold & Silver Coins, Gold Watches, 
Platinum, Diamonds (1/2 ct +), 
Sterling Flatware, Vases & More! 


Also buying foreign military metals. 


Professional & Trustworthy 
3rd Generation Jewelers 


Buy, Sell or Trade in Comfort & Style 


In the ™ of downtown Putnam 
Open Thurs-Sunday 11am-6:00pm 


| @ We have happy clients! 


JEWELERS OF AMERICA 
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BY DOT BURNWORTH 


ichola Johnson is passionate about the 
| \ | transformative and healing nature of the arts. 

She is so passionate, in fact, that one might 
say she is making it her life’s mission to introduce and 
induct others into this artistic world in which she lives. 
Nichola wears many artistic hats. Professionally, she is 
the owner of The Complex Performing Arts Centre in 
Putnam. Personally, she is working on her Master’s in 
Interdisciplinary Arts through a low residency program 
at Goddard College in Vermont. And in her “free time,” 
Nichola is dedicated to connecting conceptual artists 
with the public through Putnam’s quickly growing First 
Friday series. 

A native of Putnam, Nichola began dancing at the 
tender age of 3 at Danielson Dance Center with Roy 
Perrault. She continued to dance throughout her life, 
and in 2005, she opened The Complex as a dance 
studio in the Belding Mill, a repurposed building at the 
end of Kennedy Dr. in Putnam. Just two years later, 


> WAFS oe 
FRIDAYS 


DOWNIOWN PUTNAM 


Art -: ROXOW 


she moved her business a few doors down Kennedy 
Drive into Riverfront Commons, where she began 
incorporating theater productions into her repertoire. 
Feeling disconnected from the community, she moved 
again in 2009 to her current location at 95 Front St. in 
order to be closer to downtown. 

That last move could be considered a sort of 
homecoming for Nichola. The Complex Performing 
Arts Centre is now housed in a flatiron building 
sitting regally on the level ground between Front St. 
and School St. in Putnam. Old timers in town will 
remember this building as the old Laurien Cleaner 
building, which was owned by Nichola’s parents. 
Ironically, this was the very first place they went with 
their new baby daughter on the way home from the 
hospital, just days after she was born at Day Kimball 
Hospital. 

In the past three years that she has occupied the 
building, Nichola and her protégé have transformed the 
space, both physically and energetically. Even in her 


MAY — DEC. 
EVENTS START 
AT 6PM 


LIVE MUSIC © ART EXHIBITS © DEMONSTRATIONS © PERFORMANCES 
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lobby, you are immediately met by the visual record of 
days of creative play. Nichola’s dancers aren’t limited 
to physical movement. They also learn movement as it 
relates to a pen or a paintbrush. This crossover into the 
visual world is a natural connection for Nichola, who 
clearly sees the lines between visual and performing 
arts as indiscernible. She believes that the arts are all a 
vehicle to creative expression and release and everyone 
could benefit from participation. 

I sense discontent when Nicola begins to explain 
her views on arts in the community. She is eager to 
share what she has learned about the power of the arts, 
and frustrated by the common misconception that the 
arts are for some small elite group of gifted individuals. 
Expressing herself through dance gives Nichola “a 
release from the stress and worries of everyday life” and 
allows her to “share herself with the world,” which she 
believes would benefit everyone. 

Nichola spends a good amount of time questioning 
how she can make the arts more accessible to “non- 
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Chase Road 
(GROWERS 


174 CHASE ROAD ¢ THOMPSON, CT 
TEL/FAX 860-923-9926 


Opening May 3rd 


Hanging Baskets 
Annual Flower & Vegetable Plants 
Herbs & cote 


Everything you need for Mother’s Day, 
Memorial Day, Flower & Vegetable Gardens 
& Outdoor Decorating 


Buy Direct From Grower, 
Higher Quality, Lower Prices 


ey Visa" 


MON-ERI 10-6 SAT & SUN 10-5 
Directions: From intersection of 193 & 200 at 
Thompson Center, take 193 south, take first left onto 
Chase Road. We are 6/10th of A mile down on right. 


Find us on § tesa (even if not a member) 


artists” (a term she uses reluctantly, as she believes we 
are all creative beings). This questioning has spurred 
her into action in three distinct ways; she is writing 

a blog to explore these ideas, she is developing the 
Creative Movement Project, and she is working to 
involve conceptual artists in Putnam’s monthly First 
Friday celebrations. 
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benefits that the arts have brought her. 

Nichola and the rest of her committee are planning 
to bring a variety of artists and art interactions to this 
years First Friday’s events. Here are a few teasers to 
peak your interest: 

In May the streets will burst with Spring and 
all Spring related events.... a Maypole of dancers, a 


In her new blog (nicholajohnson.blogspot.com), Nichola tackles such issues as: What holds us back 
from tapping into our creativity and expressiveness? Why is there such a line between artist and 
viewer? How do we bridge that gap? What is scary for some about creating art? 


: re 


Her own way of answering these questions is her 
new “Creative Movement Project.” This is Nichola’s 
attempt to give local and visiting artists a place to 
create, grow, and evolve, and to take risks. It isa 
mission to encompass all artists’ work and share 
with the community. The tagline for this endeavor 
is “Original Work by Original Minds.” She currently 
has calls to artists for all types of performances and 
workshops, including original screenplays. The idea 
is that The Complex becomes the incubator in which 
developing artists can grow and explore. Nichola 
provides space for them to create work, and in the end, 
community support through ticket sales will fund the 
ventures. Nichola wants all artists and those who are 
struggling to see themselves as artists to have a chance 
to be surrounded by a supportive, understanding 
community of like-minded artists. 

Striving to break down the walls between artists 
and the community led Ms. Johnson to volunteer on 
the First Fridays committee. In working with First 
Fridays, Nichola is, in effect, bringing the arts to the 
community, instead of the other way around. “A lot of 
times, people don’t know what the arts are all about,” 
she says, “so they shy away from attending events such 
as gallery openings, conceptual performances such 
as dance, experimental music, new theatre works or 
expressive workshops.” She hopes that in exposing 
community members to these art forms, they will 
realize that they can share in this and enjoy all the 





DR. MURRAY BUTTNER 
Quiet Corner Family Practice 


Are you frustrated with the current health 
care system? There 1s a better way! 


Rediscover the value of old fashioned family practice: 


e 24/7 access to your doctor. 

e No automated phone tree when you call the office. 
House calls. 
Hospital care (Day Kimball Hospital). 
Taking care of patients of all ages, birth to 100+. 


Quiet Corner Family Practice 
860-315-5400 * www.quietcornerfamilypractice.com 
697 Pomfret Street (Rt. 169) * Pomfret, CT 
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acclaimed regional artists & artisans 
mon agllery openings 


2 


handcrafted gifts tn all price ranges 
holidays ~weddings ~ special occasions 


arf classes & workshops for all ages 
all skill levels ~ year round 

75 Main Street Putnam, CT+860.928.2900 

www.silvercirclegallery.com 
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Jewelry ° Clothing e Gitts « Toys 
Largest Full eavice Bead Shep in NE. Connecticut 


2.83 Rt. 169 Woodstock, CT 
Across the street from The Village at Scranton’s Shops 


860-928-0625 fes.annm@gmail.com 
Open 7 days a week 10am to 5pm 
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community weaving project to benefit Relay for Life, 
movement creation for all to partake in, music, and 
more. 

June will drop you in the middle of a midsummer’s 
night...bring your fairy wings and be prepared to enter 
a mystical, magical land of beauty through art. 

Street Art will come alive in July....sidewalk 
chalking, dancers, mimes, live art making and lots of 
tricks and surprises. 

Beat to your own drummer in August as we focus 
on the art of rhythm making. Community members 
will experience a drum circle, tap dancers, a community 
‘stomp’ workshop, performances, and interactive 
rhythm explorations. 

September is the month to head back to 
school and channel all that inspired summer 
creativity. Wander through a maze of art installations 
and local live artists as they create work in the public. 

October is our favorite month for beautiful colors 
in New England and that will be no exception for 
our October Festivities. Delight in the splendor of 
color and the beauty of art as you are engulfed ina 
transformed world. Main street will find itself splashed 
by the beautiful colors of paint, movement, clay, song, 
photography, and art making. 

November is about coming together and 
celebrating community. All art and activities for this 
First Friday Event will revolve around unity and a 
community creating together. 

Light up the night in December and stroll down a 
winter wonderland of art and activities sure to warm 
your soul. 

Putnam’s creative economy is growing quickly, 
and it is in great part due to the efforts of artist- 
entrepreneurs like Nichola Johnson and her community 
at The Complex Performing Arts Centre. Join her 
at First Fridays throughout the year on Main St. in 
Putnam, or learn more about her upcoming classes and 
events at www.nicholajohnsonsstudioofdance.com. 
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Theatre of Northeastern Connecticut 
30 Front Street (Rt. 44) Downtown Putnam, 


shine The Sunshine Boys - May 4, 5, 11, 12, 
18, 19 at 7:30 p.m. * May 6, 13, 20 at 2 p.m. A 
comedy by Neil Simon — two old vaudevillians 
are asked to reunite for a CBS comedy special. 
Since they aren’t speaking this grudging reunion 

bring back a flood of memories, miseries and laughs. 

Non-musical: $17 for Adults * $14 for Students/Senior Citizens. 
Ghe Sound of Music — July 27, 28 and Aug. 
3, 4, 10, 11 at 7:30 p.m. * July 29 and Aug. 5, 
12 at 2 p.m. One of the greatest musicals of all 
time, Maria turns the home of Captain von 

Trapp upside down as she shares the sound of music with his family of 

seven children in pre World War II Austria. 

Musical: $21 for Adults »* $18 for Students/Senior Citizens. 


BO 


By:Neil Sih 


Tickets Available at: 
Wonderland Books, 120 Main St., Putnam, CT 
Victoria Station Cafe, 91 Main St., Putnam, CT 

For reservations call 860-928-7887 or online at 
www.thebradleyplayhouse.org ~ Al/ seats general admission 


FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT, PRIVATE DINING, CATERING 


Freshest Ingredients Prepared With A Continental ‘Touch 
GOURMET DINING * SEASONAL MENU *¢ FINE WINE 


SEATING 
Tues-Thurs 5-8:30 
Fri & Sat 5-9:00 
Sunday Brunch 11-2:00 
& Dinner 4-8:00 


Reservations Requested 


~ Inviting Ambience of a Classic Era ~ 
A Hidden Gem in Connecticut’s Quiet Corner 


860-974-3456 


29 Plaine Hill Road 
Woodstock, CT 
974-3456 
Visit us on the web at 
mansionatbaldhill.com 


Make Your Next Special Occasion “Simply Memorable” 


PUTNAM TRAVELER ll 


PUTNAM TRAVELER NEWS : NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


12 


April 


Weekends starting April 26th 

through May 20th 

Spring Artists Collaborative 

2 County Road, West Woodstock, CT 

Featuring 10-15 fine artists, photographers, painters, 
woodworkers, furniture makers, potters, jewelers. 
Thursday & Friday ~ 5 - 6:30pm 

Saturday & Sunday ~ 11-5pm 

WAY AY Var MUsiesd [altarsvevel Ul aliavae) ae) 


28th, 9am to noon 

Earth Day Clean-Up 

Organized by the Putnam Business 
Association, Putnam, CT 
aToy ahi ire(=mer=t- 1016] OM= ela mente lalare) 
Putnam a nicer place to live! 


5th & 7th @ 2pm 

Easter Bonnet Tea 

Celebrations Gallery & Shoppes, 

Pomfret, CT 

Complete with all the frills, come for a grand afternoon. 
Enjoy unlimited freshly brewed specialty teas, a soup 
course, and three tiers of scrumptious savories and tea 
sandwiches, house-made fresh scones, plus a variety 
of delectable desserts and other sweets. Tearoom decor 
and tablescapes complete the setting for a festive 
afternoon. Reservations required (860-928-5492). 
WVAYAVAWA@xs1(21 0) r= 1t(@)alsss)a le) e) el-1smexe)an 
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4,5, 11, 12, 18, 19 @ 7:30 pm 

6, 13, 20 at 2 pm 

The Sunshine Boys 

Bradley Playhouse, Putnam, CT 

A comedy by Neil Simon — two old vaude-villians are 
asked to reunite for a CBS comedy special. Since they 
re] c=) ala mes) OL=t-1.@ ale mina liowe|au(e(e]|alema-16lal(o)ame)alalem ey-\e1@r-mieleye 
of memories, miseries and laughs. 

Non-musical: $17 for Adults * $14 for Students/Senior 
Citizens. 

www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 


4th, 6:30-8:30 pm 

Sculptures that Work 

Sawmill Pottery, Putnam, CT 

Larry Elardo ~ gallery opening and 
artist’s talk. This show will feature 

10) ale1i(e)at-|mex-ye-lanl(exsmce)mmtalom ale)aal= 

and garden. www.sawmillpottery.com 


6th, 12-6pm (rain date 5/12) 

Annual Oyster “Shuck-Off” 

Rotary Park, Putnam, CT 

ONES) (<a) aller dave exe) an) ex=1ii(e)am-lalemsiarcyiiitsiamersy(>1e)e-19(0) 0p 
Great food, exciting contests and live entertainment for 
all ages. At 2pm, over 15 of the industry’s top contes- 
tants from all over the East Coast will compete in the 
Shuck-Off competition. Guests are encouraged to bring 
lofe)ur=le)(-meval-l lacy 

WAY AY Voxe) eats liamere)ae 


facebook. 
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5th @ 7am 

6th Annual Town-Wide Tag Sale 

Pomfret, CT 

Sponsored by the Pomfret 

Proprietors Association 

Starting at 7am, you can purchase a map to guide you to the 
many participating residences, businesses and organizations 
0) c=Y=10 mig] cel0 ie) alel0jmco)iy/a may Awalel an] ey>1mme)m (eler-li(e)atowr-lc- M10) alec elise 
ing for their organizations, so your purchases will also benefit a 
(o[efele Mer-|Uh\-m 
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8th - 13th 

Brimfield Antiques Show 

Brimfield, MA 

OB atom =Jalanlit=)ceWavalice[e(=ssme) ale) walomial 

largest outdoor antiques show in the world, with over 6,000 
dealers and 130,000+ visitors during the course of the week. 
Visit website for hours, admission and directions to the show. 
WAY AYAVA OL ML aalicsiceksvalewaere) aa 


17th & 19th @ 2pm 

Paris in the Spring Tea 

Celebrations Gallery & Shoppes, 

Pomfret, CT 

Oh~la~la! Romance all your senses. Enjoy unlimited freshly 
brewed specialty teas, a soup course, and three tiers of 
scrumptious savories and tea sandwiches, house-made fresh 
scones, plus a variety of delectable 

desserts and other sweets. Tearoom decor and tablescapes 
complete the setting for a festive afternoon. 

Reservations required (860-928-5492). 
VVAYAVAWA@x>y(=1 0) rl t(0) alsts)a lo) @) el-1smexe) an 


19th & 20th 

Relay for Life 

Woodstock Fairgrounds, Woodstock, CT 

Relay For Life is the American Cancer Society’s nationwide 
signature event. The overnight event raises money and 
awareness while serving as a celebration for cancer survivors, 
a memorial for loved ones lost, and a rally for the community. 
WAWAWAN ULarelarelanla=it-hvace)aliicmelae 


june 


1st, 6:30-8:30 pm 

Rough to Refined, A Journey 

in Creation 

Sawmill Pottery, Putnam, CT 

Bo)gnm@M\/F-li(-\Vatme r= li(>)mvake) ex=yallave mr-lare, 

artist’s talk. This show will feature 

11] a\e1t{e)ar=]mexe)anle)iar-is(e)alsme)mm-ice)al=\W'r-laow=l ae ele)cer-)i-l10 

Yan) elar=tsir4)alemeal=mere)aiur-ts)i[alemar-liUln-me) Mm taro mey(-\\ccmialnelelelal 
diverse form. 

www.sawmillpottery.com 


9th 

Connecticut Open House Day 
Sawmill Pottery, Putnam, CT 
Demonstrations and workshops all day. 
WAY AVVAst= WAU AATLI eLelatsmvaereyanl 


21st & 23rd @ 2pm 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Tea 

Celebrations Gallery & Shoppes, 

Pomfret, CT 

A majestic event to celebrate the royalty in all of us. 
Enjoy unlimited freshly brewed specialty teas, a soup 
course, and three tiers of scrumptious savories and tea 
sandwiches, house-made fresh scones, plus a variety 
of delectable desserts and other sweets. Tearoom decor 
and tablescapes complete the setting for a festive 
afternoon. Reservations required (860-928-5492). 
VVAYAVAWA@xs1(>1 0) r= 1t(0)alsts) ae) @) el-1smexe) an 


On Going Events 


Arts & Framing 

Putnam, CT 

860-963-0105 

AWAY Arclaccr-lavelie-laaliare)/ eleliat-laamexe)in| 
Features art exhibits throughout the season. 
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CT Audubon Center, Pomfretis— d Sa. 


Connecticut Audubon Society - 
Center at Pomfret 

Pomfret, CT 

Mo) ismrekel-\-Rom Dlo 

Pomfret, CT 

860-928-4849 

WAYYAWAey er: 1U(e [Ul ole)amat=y 1 


Performing Arts of NECT 

Hyde Cultural Center 

Woodstock, CT 

AWAY ol-lacelaanlialet-lat-jat-(e1me)ge| 
Offers live musical and theatre events 
ida}colulelarelulmaat-mV(-1-1e 


Silver Circle Studio 

Putnam, CT 

860-963-2900 

WAWAWACIIA(=1cel/gei(=1-1iecel(omerelan 

msYoINUl¢osom (OL@r=| i=l anl(0)q.@r- lee m-lam=>dalle)iccmualcolulelarelelmual— 
season. Offers a range of workshops and art classes for 
all ages. 


Sawmill Pottery 

Putnam, CT 

(s1o]0 so] o}or-4o] 016) 

AW AVVACY- \WViaalit| elejacctavmere) an] 

Features a gallery pottery and gifts, open-studio space, 
classes (for kids and adults) and workshops throughout 
the season. 
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Jeffrey Foucault @TVBC 
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The Vanilla Bean Cafe 

Pomfret, CT 

860-928-1562 
WAWATAe: Tali itslelerclaversiic mere) an 

BM atm clallitcmst=r-lamictclielas om liom ie) @aaletsie 
every Saturday @ 8 PM. and displays 

re Tanto) a,@licelanmelers lets laiist-latse 








Fashionable, 
Friendly @ Fun 


“T love things that are pretty. I love items 
that are well made,” said Coco’s Cottage 

owner, Carol Perkins on a busy weekend 
afternoon at the store she owns on Route 
171 in Woodstock. 


BY NANCY WEISS 


s spring sunlight streamed into the bungalow 
Aw houses the business, it was reflected off the 
undreds of house wares, jewelry, clothing and 
gift items that make up the eclectic inventory of Coco’s 
Cottage. 

Perkins, a native of Jackson, Mississippi, speaks 
with a soft drawl and describes herself as a “shopper 
girl” from childhood. A marketing major in college, she 
thought about owning her own store as a fall back from 
her career as an executive in the insurance industry. A 
series of corporate transfers brought Perkins to the area, 
where a friend sold her a house. She fell in love with the 
area, with small town life and the sense of community. 

Eleven years ago, Perkins opened Coco’s Cottage, 

a name she devised, as she liked the sound of the 
word “cottage” and the alliteration with Coco’s. A 
fashionable dresser herself, Perkins enjoys helping 
women find clothes that make them feel good about 
themselves. “We avoid the tragically trendy, and the 
dismally dowdy,” Perkins said with a throaty chuckle. 
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Perkins and Store Manager, Cynthia Saari, a 
productive artist, work hard to keep Coco’s inventory 
fresh. Four times a year they go to trade shows on 
buying trips. They have to buy in quantity, so decision- 
making is important. In a rural area, they have to appeal 
to a variety of budgets and taste. Perkins and Saari 
treat all their customers as friends as many of them are. 
They try to make sure that two people don’t wear the 
same item to a party. They direct customers away from 
garments that don’t flatter them and help husbands 
and friends pick out items they know the recipients 
will enjoy. At holiday time they know their customers 
sizes and tastes and cheerfully direct perplexed spouses 
toward selecting gifts they know will be hits. 

As Store Manger, Cynthia Saari, is afforded the 
opportunity to demonstrate her creativity in displaying 
Coco’s Cottage inventory in an eye-catching manner. A 
native New Yorker with an advanced degree in health 
education, Saari found her artistic calling first as a 


knitter of skirts and scarves, then as a costumer working : 


with the Santa Fe Opera and later as a bead maker 
and jeweler. In Tucson, we met a blacksmith, Michael 
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Saari, who became her husband and moved her to 


: Woodstock. 


“Carol hired me when she admired a necklace of 
mine that | was wearing when I came for an interview. 
She told me I could have my own case in the shop. | 
love the personal relationships I have here,” said Saari. 


: As anewcomer to the area, Saari wanted to make 


friends and found in her partnership with Perkins that 
their “sensibilities compliment each other.” In a small 


: business, she has the opportunity to use her personal 


style to put things together. 
For both women, Coco’s Cottage serves an even 


: larger purpose. It functions as a place where women 
: get personal attention and have fun. Perkins and 


Saari introduce customers to each other, which leads 
to friendships and connections. The store brims with 
conversation and laughter, a quality noted by visitors 
from urban areas, who are surprised to find such a range 
of items for sale in such a lively atmosphere. “The more 
I do here, the more I understand how Coco’s functions 
to help women feel good about themselves. It serves as 
a connection point for women,” said Saari. 

Coco’s Cottage adds to its outreach by participating 


: in fashion shows for women’s causes. Recently they 


staged shows for the Day Kimball Hospital Women’s 
Board, the Danielson Battered Women’s Shelter, the 
Putnam Synagogue and Overlook, a facility in nearby 
Charlton, MA. Local women model the latest fashions 
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in sizes 4-16. Coco’s also donates to local families who 
: have experienced home fires. 


Coco’s Cottage offers fashionable women’s 
clothing, house wares, garden items, cards, leather 


: goods, hand made and commercially made jewelry, 


scarves, collectibles, baby gifts and a smattering of 


' irresistible objects Perkins and Saari find at trade shows. 


: Coco’s Cottage is located at 253 Route 171 in 
: Woodstock, CT 


Phone: 860-928-1514 
Hours: Wednesday-Saturday 10-5, Sunday 12-5 


: www.cocoscottageboutique.com 
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WORKS HOP 


Antique Flooring @ 
@ Vintage Building Materials @ 
@ Architectural Antiques @ 


www.oldwoodworkshop.com 





Sunday May 73 
12-6pm 
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Giving old wood new life... 


THOMAS CAMPBELL 
193 Hampton Road, Pomfret Center, CT 06259 


860-655-5259 


“Open by chance or appointment” 


Live Music 
Seafood 
Deink 














co-sponsored by 


ussel Hap, 
a0 "Ct 


Leather Special 


Discover our large selection of 





quality leather at comfortable savings! 


+o ¢ o % + 


event located at 


Rotary Park 


Kennedy Drive, Putnam 


harlton 
FURNITURE 





Escape the ordinary. , 

Complimentary design service available. 

lO? DRESSER HILL RO, (RTE 31), CHARLTON, MA O1S07 
sose24sesses6 | charltonfurniture.com 


85 Main St. Putnam CT - www.85main.com - 860.928.1660 





‘THE RECTORY SCHOOL 


Est. 1920 
INDEPENDENT COED JUNIOR BOARDING (5-9) 
AND DAY SCHOOL (K—9) 


SPECIALISTS IN RETIREMENT 
PLAN ROLLOVERS 


At Rectory, creativity and 
WEISS & HALE the joy of learning are... 


FINANCIAL, LLC 


OFFERING INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT & RETIREMENT 
INCOME PLANNING TO BABY BOOMERS 


JAMES WEISS, AAMS, RLP & LAURENCE HALE, AAMS, CRPS 


POMFRET CENTER, CT Q6259 
\T WWW.WEISSANDHALE.COM 


G97 POMFRET STREET (RT 169), 
TEL 860.928.2341 | VISIT US 


...through the roof 


Alice in Wonderland, Jr., Spring Musical, 2011 


SECURITIES AND ADVISORY SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH COMMONWEALTH FINANCIAL NETWORK MEMBER 
FINRA/SIPC, A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISER. FIXED INSURANCE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 
OFFERED THROUGH WEISS & HALE FINANCIAL, LLC ARE SEPARATE AND UNRELATED TO COMMONWEALTH. 


860-928-1328 Pomfret, CT www.rectoryschool.org 


Don’t Miss Out On The Next Issue — to Advertise Call... 860-963-0414 or visit www.PutnamTraveler.com 


